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learn with regret, are still wandering in the deserts of theology or meta- 
physics. This holds as truly of the evolutionists as it does of the other 
authorities on ethics. For, as is set forth by a process of reasoning which 
has at least the merit of being sufficiently ingenious to be amusing, the evo- 
lutionists are, properly speaking, agnostics, and is not an agnostic a meta- 
physician ? M. de Roberty evidently looks upon himself as the Moses who 
is to lead us out of the wilderness ; but as for ourselves, we find it impossible 
to share his feeling of confidence in the outcome. y ^ c„ ARP 



The Will to Believe, and other Essays in Popular Philosophy. By 
William James. Longmans, Green & Co., New York, 1897. — pp. 
xvii, 332. 

A volume of addresses and articles which have already appeared in 
various Reviews, and which express in different relations the same general 
attitude, described by the author himself in the Preface as that of ' radical 
empiricism ' or 'pluralism.' " He who takes for his hypothesis the notion 
that it is the permanent form of the world is what I call a radical empiri- 
cist. For him the crudity of experience remains an eternal element 
thereof." The essays are: 'The Will to Believe'; 'Is Life worth 
Living ? ' ; ' The Sentiment of Rationality ' ; ' Reflex Action and Theism ' ; 
' The Dilemma of Determinism ' ; ' The Moral Philosopher and the Moral 
Life ' ; ' Great Men and their Environment ' ; ' The Importance of Indi- 
viduals ' ; ' On Some Hegelisms ' ; ' What Psychical Research has accom- 
plished.' (Review will follow.) 



Recent Advances in Theistic Philosophy of Religion. By James Lind- 
say, B.D., B.Sc, F.R.S.E., Examiner in the Philosophy of Theism 
to the Associated Theological Colleges, British and Colonial, etc. 
William Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1897. — pp. lvi, 

547- 

The preface of this work states that it not only contends for the progres- 
siveness of theism, but " seeks more especially to prove the actual progres- 
siveness of recent theistic thought." The mode pursued is critico-speculative. 
The author believes the prime need of to-day to be one of synthetic power 
and constructive intellect. He seeks to " write as one conscious of the evo- 
lutionary atmosphere in which the thought of our time lives." 

The work consists of three divisions, — Recent Philosophy of Natural 
Theology, Recent Philosophy of Theism (God), and Recent Theistic 
Philosophy of Religion (Man) ; but these divisions " are not meant to be 
taken in any other sense than as a convenient general arrangement, and are 
not designed to convey that what stands under any one of these divisions 
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may never have real and intimate relations to either of the other two divi- 
sions. An imperial chord subsists through all, which is that of theistic 
principle." 

In the first division some of the present-day tasks of theistic philosophy 
are pointed out, and remarked upon in an Introductory Chapter, in which 
some reflections are offered on the spirit, scope, and method of theistic 
thought and inquiry. This is followed by chapters on the nature, origin, 
and permanence of religion, recent theories on these topics being referred 
to and criticised. 

The second division of the work — the Philosophy of Theism — is perhaps 
the most important of all, dealing with the proofs for the Being of God 
from the standpoint of one who " believes the post-Kantian depreciation of 
them a huge speculative mistake." Besides separate chapters on the dif- 
ferent theistic proofs, there is a long chapter on the Personality of God, a 
subject which to the author is of such surpassing importance that he has 
devoted to it a treatment different, in his view, from what may be found 
anywhere else. He offers in this connection a meed of praise to the services 
rendered by American thinkers. The latest teleological and cosmological 
bearings are discussed, and recent ontological speculations in Germany, 
France, Italy, and Britain are surveyed and appraised. This brings us to 
speak of the third division. 

Here we have such themes as the Functions of Reason in Man, Person- 
ality in Man, the latest views of Human Freedom, the Reign of Law in 
Man, his redemptive needs, his spiritual nature, affinities, and goal. The 
subject of the Personality of Man is believed by the author to be hardly less 
important for theistic philosophy than is the Personality of God. The dis- 
cussion is brought up to the Philosophy of History and Immortality, and 
these problems are dealt with in their theistic aspects and relations. The 
list of contents is long and varied, and there is a very full index for readers. 

The Author. 

Man's Place in the Cosmos ; and other Essays. By Andrew Seth, 
LL.D., Professor of Logic and Metaphysics in the University of Edin- 
burgh. Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons. New York, 1897. — pp. 
viii, 308. 

A collection of essays which have appeared from time to time in the 
Contemporary Review and other journals, all dealing with the general sub- 
ject indicated by the title. The essays are as follows : ' Man's Place in 
the Cosmos,' a discussion of Huxley's Romanes Lecture on Evolution and 
Ethics j ' The Philosophical Sciences,' the author's inaugural lecture at the 
University of Edinburgh; 'the New Psychology and Automatism'; 'A 
New Theory of the Absolute,' a discussion of Mr. Bradley's Appearance 
and Reality j and ' Mr. Balfour and his Critics ', dealing with The Foun- 
dations of Belief . (Review will follow.) 



